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Chapter XV: Bo (Ex. 10:1-13:16)

Essay 23. Haggadah: Salvation from our enemies
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“And this [Covenant between the Parts]' is what has stood by our ancestors and us;
for it was not one [enemy] alone who rose up to destroy us; rather, in every generation, they
rise up to destroy us, but the Holy One, Blessed be He, saves us from their hands.”>

The Zevach Pesach® asks: Even though the truth is that our forefathers were saved in
Egypt because of the promise of the Covenant between the Parts, as mentioned above in the
Haggadah, “Blessed is He who keeps His promise to Israel,” why does it say here that this
promise stood for our forefathers and for us?

Question 1: How could it be understood that, because of the Covenant between the Parts
which was already fulfilled at the Exodus from Egypt, we are saved even today?
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Answer to Question 1: For us, this is not difficult at all, for at the time of the Covenant
between the Parts, the Holy One, Blessed be He, Showed Abraham all four of the kingdoms
that would rule over Israel, as it is said in the Midrash:

“As the sun was about to set, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and behold, a
great dark dread fell upon him.”* “Dread”—this is Babylon. . . . “Darkness”—
this is Media. . . . “Great”—this is Greece. . . . “Fell upon him”—this is Edom.

- QGen. Rabbah 44:17

: English translation: Copyright © 2025 by Charles S. Stein. Additional essays at https://www.zstorah.com
! Gen. chapter 15.

2 Pesach Haggadah, Magid.

3 Isaac Abarbanel (1437-1508), Zevach Pesach (Monopoli 1496).

4 Gen. 15:12.




If so, then certainly the same promise that He promised Abraham to save us is relevant to
every redemption.
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However, in another way of looking at it, we would need to understand the words of
the Maggid, who said, “for it was not one [enemy] alone who rose up to destroy us: in every
generation, they rise up to destroy us.”

Question 2: The question is: What difference does it make if there is one standing
against us or many? On the contrary, it seems better for us if there is only one and not many.
That is, one way of understanding the Haggadah is: “[Although] [2 ¥ AX] it was not just one
enemy, but many, G-d saves us.” But the word “although” is not present, suggesting that the
Maggid’s intention, apparently, is to say that because of His promise, He did not want there
to be one alone standing against us, but many. Why would G-d desire that?

Question 3: Also, he should have concluded his words by saying only “many stand
against us,” but why did he conclude with “in every generation, [people] stand against us”?
What is the relevance of “in every generation” here?
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However, we have already proven in previous sections and teachings that if Israel had
remained in Egypt until the completion of the 400 years,’ they would not have been enslaved
in other exiles. But since they left earlier than their designated time, they were compelled to
return to exile. They were redeemed quickly from [Egypt] because they had already entered
into the 49 gates of spiritual impurity, and if they had entered the 50™ gate, G-d forbid, they
would have had no hope of redemption. The question is: if it was because of the suffering of
the exile that they entered the 49 gates of spiritual impurity, ultimately, in other exiles, it is
possible that they could reach the same situation. So, how was His remedy of an early release
from Egypt effective? If you say that the other exiles were not as long, since the Babylonian
exile lasted only 70 years, etc., then this current exile, due to our many sins, has lasted for
more than 1,500 years.

5 Gen. 15:13: “And [G-d] said to Abram, “Know well that your offspring shall be strangers in a land not theirs,
and they shall be enslaved and oppressed four hundred years.”
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It can be said as it stated in the 8" chapter of tractate Pesachim (page 87b):

Rabbi Oshaya said: What is [the meaning of that] which is written: “The
righteous deeds of His warriors [1i173] [pirzono] in Israel.”® The Holy One,
Blessed be He, acted righteously with Israel in that He scattered them [7772]
[pizran] among the nations [instead of sending us all to one place where an enemy
might destroy us].

[Speaking to an apostate, he added:] You do not know how to destroy all
of [the Jewish people], as they are not [all] with you [in your kingdom]. [If you
destroy] those [Jews] who are with you, you will be called a murderous
kingdom. [The apostate] said to him: . . . With this [problem] we rise up, and
with this [problem] we lie down.

- Pesachim 87b

Answer to Question 2: If so, it’s fine that the Maggid said “for it was not one [enemy]| alone
who rose up to destroy us,” for if only one had stood up against us, that would have meant that
we would have all been in one place, and we would have been in great danger. However, now
that they are many, because we are scattered, they are not able to rise up against all of us. This
is the meaning of “and this [Covenant between the Parts] is what has stood by our ancestors
and us,” since in the other exiles, they were scattered, it was impossible for them all to sink
to the 50™ level of impurity. This is something that was not the case for the Egyptian exile,
where everyone was in one settlement. In the Babylonian exile, although most of the Israelites
were there, they were only there for 70 years, not enough time to sink to the 50 level of spiritual
mpurity.
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But if the meaning is that we spread out geographically, why does it say “in every
generation”? In order to explain why it says “in every generation” and not “in every nation,”
it is because sometimes one nation is more difficult than another, as we say in Gittin:

6 Judges 5:11.



[Rabba, who suffered from persecution in a part of Babylonia that came
under Persian influence,] said: Merciful One! [Let us live] either in Your shadow
or in the shadow of the descendants of Esau [i.c., the Romans].

[Rabbi Chiyya questioned this, thinking that life in Babylonia had been
better than life under the Romans. ]

[This is] not difficult. This [view of Rabbi Chiyya spoke of the time] before
the Persians reached Babylonia [when life in Babylonia was tolerable]. That
[view of Rabba was] after the Persians reached Babylonia [when life there
became difficult.]

- Gittin 17a
It is not known whether they did this because of their hatred of us, but rather because of
their cruel nature. Also, it is said there in Gittin 17a, that when “[|G-d] saw that Israel could
not bear the decrees of the Romans, He rose up and exiled them to Babylon.”
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Because of that, he particularly selected the wording, “in every generation,” because
according to the actions of each generation, even a nation that is not as cruel will rise against
us to destroy us. As it is said, “No calamity comes to the world except for the sake of Israel.”’

Also, as it is said in the 20" chapter of tractate Shabbat entitled Tolin: “Rav Pappa said:
If the arrogant will cease [to exist], the [Persian] fire priests will cease [to exist]. If the
[deceitful] judges will cease [to exist], the royal officers will cease [to exist].”®

In tractate Yevamot:

They decreed against meat [i.e., ritual slaughter], due to [the Jews failing
to give the priests] the gifts [of the foreleg, the jaw, and the maw]. They decreed
against [Jews bathing in] bathhouses, due to [the Jews neglecting ritual]
immersion. They exhumed the dead, because [the Jews] rejoice on holidays [of
the gentiles].

- Yevamot 63a
Answer to Question 3: Thus, in every generation, Jews sin in different ways, and our enemies are
allowed to persecute us.
Nevertheless, the Holy One, Blessed be He, saves us from entirely perishing at their
hands, so that they will not destroy us.

7 Yevamot 63a.
8 Shabbat 139a.



