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Chapter XXXVII: Shelach (Num. 13:1-15:41)

Essay 5. Hastening the Final Redemption

Yk 12 R .NPNiRG 000 WP Moy A"apak iRen oIk AYh 1YY M2 12 YWIT ek ' poe Naw
2 0K T 1YY T2 M0 12 R 212717 0i9Y 1Ny T2y v 0392 021y HY 11120 ,1°19% R 297°v2 oY PR
2R R 0" T 0D RITOTY A"

Tractate Shabbat, chapter 9:

Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: When Moses ascended on High, he found
the Holy One, Blessed be He, tying [ornamental] crowns to [the tops of certain]
letters. [Moses didn’t say anything.] [G-d] said to him: “Moses, is there no
greeting [literally, “peace”] in your city?” [Moses] said before Him: “Master of
the Universe, does a servant greet his master?” [le., wouldn’t that be
disrespectful?] [G-d] said to him: “You should have assisted Me.” Immediately,
he said to Him: “And now, may the power of the L-rd be great, as You have

9l

spoken.

- Shabbat 89a
This is strange. The Zera Shimshon will provide two possible explanations.
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It is brought in the 2"® chapter of the Yerushalmi in tractate Berachot:

Rebbi Yochanan was leaning on Rebbi Jacob bar Idi when Rebbi Eleazar
saw him and hid himself before him. He said, these two things the Babylonian
does to me: First, that he does not greet me, and second, that he does not teach
the traditions in my name. He said to him, thus they behave among themselves;
Zeira did not greet Rabba since they observe, “Young men saw me and hid.”?

- Yerushalmi Berachot 2:1

’ English translation: Copyright © 2024 by Charles S. Stein. Additional essays at https://www.zstorah.com
''Num. 14:17.
2 Num. 14:17.
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Therefore, when the Holy One, Blessed be He, saw that Moses did not greet him, He
said to him, “Is there no greeting in your city? Is there no custom in your place to greet your
master, as the Babylonians do?” Moses answered that he was like a servant beside his master,
which was a step below a student beside his master. I.e., it was appropriate for him to “hide,”
to be meek, rather than to initiate a conversation. The Holy One, Blessed be He, answered him,
“You should have assisted Me,” as if to say, “The servant is called a servant because he does
necessary work in the house of his master, and if the truth is that you are a servant, then it
is incumbent upon you to assist Me and to do the work that I have to do.” Moses answered
Him, “And now, may the power of the L-rd be great, as You have spoken,” that “the righteous
add strength to the Power on high,”’ in the way that Rabbi Yishmael ben Elisha, the High
Priest, upon entering the Holy of Holies on Yom Kippur, had a vision in which G-d said to him,
“Yishmael, My son, bless Me.”* Thus, Moses was “assisting” G-d, because as a righteous man,
by giving a blessing to G-d, he was strengthening G-d’s power.
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The Zera Shimshon’s second explanation:

Alternatively, it can be said that these crowns that G-d was tying to the letters are the
tags that are on the letters in a Torah scroll, and the tags are similar to the lights that stood on
the vessels to illuminate them, at the time of their destruction.’ This is a hint at the
resurrection of the dead, for even in the body of a man, after he is buried, there remains there
forever a bit of his spirituality, which is called “the breath of the bones,” which is the starting
point of the resurrection of the dead.®

3 Lam. Rabbah 1:33: “When Israel do the will of the Holy One, Blessed be He, they add strength to the power on
high.” See also Yalkut Shimoni on Nach 1012:1.

4 Berachot 7a.

5> Chaim Vital, Etz Chaim 8:6.

¢ Ibid.



Thus we find in the Gemara an incident of one pious man who went and spent the
night in a cemetery. He heard two spirits talking about events in the world,” that even after the
body was buried, there was a bit of his spirit there, and the resurrection of the dead depends
upon the final Redemption, and the Redemption has an end time, as the predestined time is
hidden and secret, as is well known to Kabbalists.® This is the meaning of the knot that the
Holy One, Blessed be He, has made with these tags when He tied them to the letters. This is as
if to say that the resurrection of the dead will come at that time known to Him, that “I revealed
[the day of vengeance] to My heart, but I did not reveal it to My limbs.”’
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[The knot] also hints that until the Supreme bond is complete and corrected, that is,
until the unification of the Holy names that are known to Kabbalists, the Redemption will not
come. This is the esoteric secret of “on that day there will be one G-d with one Name.”'* The
principal of the Redemption depends upon peace, with the prayer of Rav Safra in the 2"
chapter of tractate Berachot, “May it be Your will, L-rd our G-d, that You establish peace in
the Heavenly entourage [of angels ministering to their respective nations, which leads to wars on
earth]''; and in the earthly entourage, [i.c., the Torah Sages], and among the disciples engaged
in Your Torah.”!? So too with the blessing at the end of the Shemoneh Esreh prayer, “Blessed are
You, L-rd, Who blesses His people Israel with peace,” we concentrate on the vowel shuruk."
This is because the word shuruk [P7%] [include] the letters of the word kesher [7WR] [“knot™]
which is representative of the connection and joining of the Heavenly aspects.!* This is the
esoteric secret of the concluding word of the prayer “with peace,” that fire and water mix
together and make peace between them,'> and thus it will be in the future, as it is written, “I
will grant peace in the Land,”'® and “the wolf shall dwell with the lamb,”!” which we translate
in the Targum, “In the days of the Messiah of Israel, peace shall be multiplied in the earth.”!®

7 Berachot 18b.

8 Dan. 12:4: “But you, Daniel, keep the words secret, and seal the book until the time of the end.”

® Sanhedrin 99a.

10 Zech. 14:9.

! Rashi to Berachot 17a.

12 Berachot 17a.

13 The vowel sign 3 or _. See Chaim Vital, Pri Etz Chaim, Sh’ar haAmidah, chapter 6, where each of the blessings
of the Shemoneh Esreh has a special pronunciation assigned to the Tetragrammaton of the concluding blessing. For
“Who blesses His people Israel with peace,” each of the four letters of the Tetragrammaton is given a shuruk.

14 Tikkunei Zohar 129b.

15 Yalkut Shimoni, Job, remez 912.

16 Lev. 26:6.

17 Isaiah 11:6.

18 Targum Yonatan on Isaiah 11:6.
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Therefore, the Holy One, Blessed be He, said to him, “is there no greeting [literally,
“peace”] in your city,” as if to say, “why don’t you endeavor to make a unification of peace
in order to hasten the correction of the world and the correction of the pleasant knot by
unifying G-d’s Names?” [Moses] said before Him: “Does a servant greet his master?” as if to
say, “Here, this peace is required both above in Heaven and below on earth; both the servant
and his Master needs the same thing. However, the servant is not able to accomplish this, but
the Master is able to do this, as everything is in His domain. Even though the end time is
hidden and secret, in any case the knot is not a complete knot, for it is written, “I, the L-rd,
will speed it in its due time,”'” and it is in the Hand of the Holy One, Blessed be He, to skip
over and shorten the time for the Final Redemption. [G-d] said to him, “You should have
assisted Me, for the arousal of the lower world is required, for because of the arousal in the
lower world, the upper worlds are aroused. lL.e., do your part to make peace on earth, and to
bring about the Redemption.
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Immediately, he said to Him: “And now, may the power of the L-rd be great, as You
have spoken.” It is brought in the Zohar, parashat Pinchas (page 220):

“May the power of the L-rd be great.” “The power of the L-rd.” This is
the power that rests on the head of the righteous and of all those who willingly
undertake the will of their Master. And about this we have already learned:
“Whoever [upon hearing the Kaddish prayer] responds with all his power:
‘Amen. May His great Name be blessed [for ever and ever],’ [his verdict of 70 years
of suffering is torn up].” ”

- Zohar I1I:220a
At the beginning of tractate Berachot, it is said:

Every time when Israel enters synagogues and study halls and answers
in the kaddish prayer, “Amen, may His great name be blessed,” the Holy One,

19 Isaiah 60:22.



Blessed be He, shakes His head and says: Happy is the King who is thus praised
in His house. How great is the pain of the Father Who exiled His children, and
woe to the children who were exiled from their Father’s table.

- Berachot 3a
If it is said with all his strength, then as in the 16" chapter of tractate Shabbat, “Rabbi
Yehoshua ben Levi said: Anyone who answers: “Amen, may His great Name be blessed,” with
all his strength, they tear up his sentence of 70 years [of suffering, referring to the decree of the
Babylonian exile].”?° Thus, answering, “Amen, may His great Name be blessed forever and ever”
with all one’s strength awakens the upper worlds and hastens the Final Redemption.
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Why does powerfully answering, “Amen, may His great Name be blessed forever and ever”
awaken the upper worlds and hasten the Final Redemption?

Itis known that the esoteric secret of the Kaddish prayer is one allusion of the 28 words
and one allusion of 42 words.?! The intention of the 28 words is from the beginning of the
sentence, “May His great Name be blessed” until the words “which are uttered in the world.”
The intention of the 42 words is from the beginning of the Kaddish until there, i.e., the words
“which are uttered in the world.”** Afterward, everyone who answers, “May His great Name
be blessed” with all its 28 letters [sic], as if to say, until the words “which are uttered in the
world,”? they tear up his sentence of 70 years, the 28 and the 42. They are the Gematria of
70. That is, the number 28 is rendered in the text with its Gematria, 1"5, which means “strength,”
referring to the teaching that one should answer “May His great Name be blessed forever and ever”
with all one’s strength.

Even here, Moses hinted to the Holy One, Blessed be He, that the arousal below is
always performed, daily, and if the Holy One, Blessed be He, wants to hasten the redemption,
there is no one preventing Him, and specifically in the merit of answering, “Amen, may His

great Name be blessed forever and ever.”
% %k ok

20 Shabbat 119b.

2! Chaim Vital, Sha’ar haKavanot, Inyan haKaddish, derush 1.

22 This word count relates to the Sefardic Nusach (and Nusach Sefard), with the exclusion of 11 words that are
considered supplementary, “In your lifetime and in your days, and in the lifetime of the entire House of Israel, speedily
and in the near future, and say Amen.” Chaim Vital, Sha 'ar haKavanot, Inyan haKaddish, derush 1.

23 The ArtScroll edition believes that “letters” is an error for “words,” noting that there are 28 words from “May
His great Name be blessed” through “which are uttered in the world,” and that there is a custom to answer Kaddish
with all these 28 words. Chaim Vital, Sha ar haKavanot, Inyan haKaddish, derush 1; Beit Yosef, Orach Chaim, §56.
This translator notes a possible explanation of “28 letters” is that the sentence, “May His great Name be blessed forever
and ever” has 28 letters, but that wouldn’t explain the following “until the words ‘which are uttered in the world’.”
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